
I HADN’T REALLY HEARD OF 
SALFORD BEFORE AND ACTUALLY 
THE UNIVERSITY’S PROXIMITY TO 
MANCHESTER CITY CENTRE WAS A 
HUGE DECIDING FACTOR FOR ME. 
How did you hear about Salford and what made you apply 
to come here? 

I hadn’t really heard of Salford before, but I knew where 
Manchester was and actually, the university’s proximity to 
Manchester city centre was a huge deciding factor for me. 

I think the main reason I applied to Salford was because of the 
course. It was extremely new, had only been available for a year 
before I got there, and that really interested me. I was curious and 
wanted to know how it would turn out.   

What’s the best thing about your course and how do you learn?

It’s about 60% practical and 40% theory which is a great split. 
We get to work with a lot of the performance students on their 
projects, as well as set practical lessons, which I think is a great 
way for us put into practice the theory without it feeling too much 
like we’re being spoon fed.

But even the theory is kind of fun, our tutors all have industry 
experience and are really passionate about what they do, and that 
just makes what they’re teaching that bit more engaging.

What are the facilities and opportunities related to your 
course like?

Of course, we’ve got all the support for the library team, which is 
a great resource when writing any research essays. Especially if 
you’re like me and can never remember how to reference.

There’s also plenty of computer suites and the equipment store so 
we’ve always got access to any software we might need.

Let me tell you about the theatres, The New Adelphi Theatre and 
The Robert Powell Theatre. Both incredible performance spaces 

that our tutors are always super keen to get us into so we can 
physically see our theory in practice. You really must visit these if 
you’re thinking of coming to Salford and not to mention the other 
local Lowry Theatre in Salford Quays. 

What support is on hand for your studies?  

All of our tutors are super passionate about their jobs, so they’re 
always more than happy to answer questions, give resources and 
have been known to go on tangents about a job they did 18 years 
ago! Their brains are a wealth of knowledge, and they actively 
want us to pick them. 

We’ve also got the amazing New Adelphi technical staff, they 
pretty much run the theatres and they always love to get us 
involved in what they’re doing. 

They know that our contact hours can sometimes be lower, 
especially in 2nd and 3rd year, so they’re really eager to bring us 
into the loop whenever they can just to give us that little extra 
hands on industry experience.

What’s it like to be a student living in a new city?

Salford’s great and it always feels like there’s something going 
on. I would 100% recommend just taking a walk and getting 
lost. Especially in Manchester city centre, there’s always going 
to be something new to discover. Most of my favourite spots in 
Manchester, I discovered entirely by accident. There’s something 
for everyone, it doesn’t matter what you’re into or who you are, 
you’ll find something that feels like its just for you.

What is the social life like compared to back home?  

Honestly, I’m a pretty introverted person, so most of my socialising 
happens at home or virtually, so I definitely don’t know the best 
spots to grab a drink or anything. 

But even I can tell that it’s a big step up from small town Bexhill life 
where I’ve come from.

You’re completely spoilt for choice up here, there’s the usual 
Weatherspoon’s and plenty of bars, but then there’s much more 
quirkier places too like NQ64 Arcade Bar and Whistle Punks Axe 
Throwing. Who doesn’t fancy playing retro arcade games all night 
or throwing axes another, we’ve got you! Manchester has always 
got you covered, whatever you’re into.
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MOST OF MY FAVOURITE SPOTS 
IN MANCHESTER, I DISCOVERED 
ENTIRELY BY ACCIDENT. THERE’S 
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE, IT 
DOESN’T MATTER WHAT YOU’RE 
INTO OR WHO YOU ARE, YOU’LL FIND 
SOMETHING THAT FEELS LIKE ITS JUST 
FOR YOU. 
Did you know anyone before you moved here and how often do 
you go home?

I knew absolutely no one before moving here from Bexhill. But my 
course was filled with like-minded people, so I found it pretty easy 
to find my folks and in my second year, I ended up living with a 
couple of them. There’s also a society for literally everything. If you 
can’t find something you like, set it up yourself and you’ll soon find 
people you gel with, it’s inevitable.

I don’t drive, so almost everywhere I go, I walk and if that’s not 
your style, public transport is pretty great and super cheap up here. 

I don’t get a lot of opportunity to go home super often, which I 
don’t mind. Because I don’t drive, I rely on the coach and trains to 
get me back to the seaside. Which can be a super long journey and 
especially over the pandemic it wasn’t really a sensible option for 
me, but I’ve made it work. 

In the end, what made you choose Salford over the other 
universities?

The city, 100%. I knew I wanted to get out of the small town I was 
in, and this seemed like the perfect place to do it. Salford and, by 
proxy, Manchester is so incredibly different from anywhere I’ve 
ever lived. For me it was kind of the perfect place to start over. 
New city, clean slate, new me.   

Has Salford met your expectations?

I didn’t really come here with many expectations, so everything has 
just been a pleasant surprise. Which I think is a great mindset to 
move to any new city with. I knew it wasn’t going to be like Bexhill, 
and that was enough for me.

What do you want to do once you’ve graduated and will Salford 
help with this?

I want to go into scenic/props construction, and I think Salford/ 
Manchester is the perfect place to do that. Outside of the West 
End in London, Manchester has the second biggest theatre 
industry in the UK, and Salford has Media City right on its 
doorstep. I’m quite literally surrounded by opportunity.

Did you come on an Open Day or Applicant Visit Day?

I didn’t and that worked fine for me personally, but I would still 
recommend attending an open or applicant day just to get a feel of 
the place first.

What is the best thing about going to university in the north  
of England?

The people. Folks are so much friendlier here. It’s kind of like night 
and day. Northerners use words I’ve never even heard of before 
and the amount of times people look at me like I’m talking another 
language is astonishing! But it’s all part of the fun!

What would you say to someone considering Salford?

Do it, at worst it’s 3 years of your life, and then you can go 
wherever you desire. But at best, it’ll be a great opportunity to kick 
start your life in a great part of the country. 

That’s what university is, the door to the rest of your life and 
Salford’s a great place for that.

I KNEW ABSOLUTELY NO ONE BEFORE 
MOVING HERE FROM EASTBOURNE.  
BUT MY COURSE WAS FILLED WITH 
LIKE-MINDED PEOPLE, SO I FOUND 
IT PRETTY EASY TO FIND MY FOLKS 
AND IN MY SECOND YEAR, I ENDED UP 
LIVING WITH A COUPLE OF THEM. 


