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Introduction and Background 
Introduction  

The University of Salford is home to around 20,000 students and 2,500 staff and is made up of three 

campuses: Peel Park, Frederick Road and MediaCityUK. This Landscape Management Plan (LMP) 

focuses on the Peel Park and Frederick Road campuses, which are located 1 mile west of Manchester 

city centre. The University celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2017 so is relatively young, but it is still 

developing and is at the heart of a £800 million regeneration scheme of the local area.  

This LMP has been produced by the Environmental Sustainability Team and Grounds Maintenance 

Team, in consultation with various other departments across the University. The aim of the 

document is to provide a clear outline of what the University is currently doing to manage its green 

spaces, where we want to get to, how we will get there and how we will know when we have 

arrived. It will provide guidance for the day-to-day management of the site as well as longer term 

ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƴ CƭŀƎ ŀward provides a useful 

framework to assess how well the outside spaces on campus are currently managed and identify 

opportunities for improvement.  

Strategic Context  

¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ key strategic priority is the creation and development of Industry Collaboration 

½ƻƴŜǎΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ L/½ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ΨǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǇƛƴǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ L/½ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ 

ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ.y embedding sustainability in all aspects of University life, we will 

enable our University community to have maximum beneficial impacts for society and environmentΩ. 

Having a green and biodiverse campus that promotes sustainability is therefore a key enabler.  

Salford City Council (SCC) and the University of Salford are working in partnership on a Masterplan 

for the University and the surrounding city districts. As part of the Salford Masterplan a Landscape 

strategy has been developed, which includes a vision that puts an emphasis on engaging Peel Park 

with the University. Aspects include extending the park through the campus, creating a biophilic 

campus and fostering wellbeing throughout the public realm. The new buildings will inevitably put 

pressure on our outside spaces but as part of the Masterplan they will look for opportunities for new 

green spaces in our urban environment to help promote learning, wellbeing and healthy lifestyles. 

An extra 1000 trees along the A6 and around campus are planned to be planted as well as 

introducing a network of 'rain gardens' to capture and redistribute surface run-off.  

The Estates and Facilities Environmental Sustainability Policy includes commitments to protect and 

enhance the natural habitats and biodiversity on the University estate, to embed care for the 

environment in the culture of our Estates & Facilities Division and to empower and motivate the 

whole University community to support our policy and strategy through appropriate education and 

communication. The Landscape Management Plan and associated actions will support the 

achievement of these commitments.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.salford.ac.uk/campus-masterplan
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Site description and current use  

 

Figure 1: Map showing University owned and managed land that is included in the LMP (pink), CLV 

managed areas (blue) and areas that are owned by Salford City Council (SCC), but are maintained by 

the University (green).  
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The University of Salford is a public open access site, integrated with Salford City Council (SCC) areas, 

land managed by Campus Living Villages and University owned and managed land. Figure 1 shows 

these different areas, including some SCC owned areas that the University does maintain. The 

Landscape Management Plan is restricted to the University owned and managed areas, highlighted 

in pink.  

  

Figure 2: Campus map ς view here: https://www.salford.ac.uk/about-us/travel  

The site is managed and maintained by the Grounds Maintenance Team, which includes the 

Landscape Services Coordinator, four Gardeners, one Hard Landscaper, one Grounds Attendant and 

two apprentices.  

The University has a prominent frontage on the A6 leading into Manchester, next to Peel Park. Part 

of the Peel Park campus sits within a conservation area (see Biodiversity, Landscape and Heritage for 

more information). The site includes nationally and locally listed buildings as well as high-tech newer 

facilities such as the New Adelphi building.     

On the south side of the A6, Fire Station Square contains a fountain, a grade II listed phone box and 

an old fire station (locally listed), which has been repurposed into offices. The Old Fire Station has a 

small garden with an olive tree that was planted to celebrate the first Green Impact awards in 2014, 

as well as a fruiting fig tree. This area is a combination of University and SCC owned areas, but all 

areas are maintained by the University. Further along this side of the A6, in terms of well used 

outside spaces there is a courtyard in the middle of Crescent House; a light and airy space for staff, 

students and visitors to enjoy and relax with a variety of plants and outdoor furniture. In the 

opposite direction on the far edge of the conservation area is a site that is used as a public orchard 

and community space, known as Christchurch Corner.  

https://www.salford.ac.uk/about-us/travel
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On the opposite side of the A6 is the main Peel Park campus. The main pedestrian entrance is in 

front of Maxwell building, next to a large 

sculpture of the word Ambition. Nearby is 

Maxwell Hall, which has been previously used 

as a concert venue for bands such as The Fall, 

Blondie and The Charlatans. This sits next to 

Salford Museum and Art Gallery, which is 

owned by SCC, as is the land to its front.   

The iconic Peel building can be seen from the 

A6. This Grade II listed building houses the 

School of Environment and Life Sciences and is 

also used for events such as BBC philharmonic 

concerts. A pathway between Peel building and the Museum leads into the centre of campus, via the 

central memorial garden.  

Around Newton building there are some 

recently planted trees and formal planted 

bedding containing species more adaptable to 

the change in climate we now face. Cockcroft 

building contains our award-winning Energy 

House. Moving further through the campus on 

the Broadwalk, which acts as a spine through 

the main campus, is Chapman Square which 

contains a climbing sculpture, celebrating 

Friedrich Engel, as well as an amphitheatre. 

This is the heart of the Peel Park campus and 

many events take place in this area including 

University Day, Welcome events and SU led 

events. There are raised lawns and trees with seating around them and further along there are green 

field spaces, used for events, gatherings, and sports. The Clifford Whitworth Library contains a small 

courtyard with some planters, benches, bird bath and bird feeders.   

The Broadwalk extends off to the right hand side towards the CLV halls, which passes though green 

spaces with a variety of trees. Some of this outside space is managed by CLV, as shown on figure 1.   

Following the Broadwalk straight on from 

Chapman Square and past University 

House, you reach the Sports Centre, which 

is open to the public and has an outdoor 

gym at the entrance. To the north of this is 

a small woodland containing Willow, 

Maple and other species and an outdoor 

classroom. Further north and within the 

conservation area is the University's 

recreation ground known as the David 

Lewis playing field, including three football 

pitches, one rugby pitch and other open 

Figure 3: Ambition sculpture 

Figure 4: Chapman Square amphitheatre 

Figure 5: Outdoor classroom 
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green space. The woodland continues around the perimeter of the playing fields.  

To the back of the Faith Centre and running alongside University Road is a grassy bank, which is a 

former canal that has been filled in.   

Across the railway track is the Frederick road campus. This campus has a green frontage with a 

variety of trees, scrubs and lawns, which are owned by SCC but maintained by the University. One of 

the main entrances to this campus is from Frederick Road, walking through Allerton square, where 

you will find three interesting totem sculptures which are grade II listed. Within this square is the 

Dementia Garden, part of the Dementia Hub, a community involved project which was opened by 

Christopher Eccleston. There are two raised beds within the square containing Paper Birch, and a 

sculpted seating area.  

Between Allerton building and Mary Seacole is a well maintained lawn space, with trees and scrubs. 

To soften the hard landscaped area, raised beds have been installed and around the perimeter of the 

site is a variety of scrubs and trees which create a green noise barrier between the buildings and the 

A6. In front of Mary Seacole is an abstract sculpture Clasp and some seating. In the central atrium of 

Mary Seacole you will find formal lawns, flower beds and raised planters containing edible plants, 

herbs and vegetables. The garden is used and maintained by tƘŜ ¦ǎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊŜǊǎΩ group who work 

with staff from the School of Health and Society.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

History of the site  

¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ŀƭŦƻǊŘΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ƛǎ ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ LƴŘǳstrial Revolution of the 19th Century which 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ {ŀƭŦƻǊŘΩǎ ǘƘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘŜȄǘƛƭŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŦŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ {ƘƛǇ /ŀƴŀƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

was opened in 1894 and gave the city direct trade access to the sea. The Salford docks brought 

employment until the latter half of the 20th Century when the old industries went into decline.  

Demand for new industrial skills led to the formation of the Pendleton Mechanics Institute in 1850 

and the Salford Working Men's College in 1858.  

Figure 8 shows the area where the Frederick Road campus is now situated, with the current buildings 

overlaying a map from 1892. The area in 1892 was full of industry, including glass works, iron works 

and engine works. Figure 9 shows the area where the Peel Park campus is located in 1892, a large 

area of which was made up of Wallness Farm, which is also shown in the map from 1909 (figure 10).  

CƛƎǳǊŜ с ϧ тΥ Ψ/ƭŀǎǇΩ ǎŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ aŀǊȅ {ŜŀŎƻƭŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
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Figure 8: Map of Frederick Road campus from 1892 with current buildings overlaid.  

 

Figure 9: Map of Peel Park campus from 1892 with current buildings overlaid.  


























































