
/ NAME: 
Sarah McCormick 

Prior to starting an MSc in Human Resource Management 
and Development at the University of Salford, I had 
never really thought about how the laws that govern 
our lives are shaped. A visit to an Employment Tribunal 
as part of my course really sparked my interest in the 
practical way that legislation is honed and shaped by 
case law so a trip to visit the highest court of appeal in 
England seemed like a once in a lifetime opportunity.   

A live case
The last stop on our visit to the Supreme Court was the chance to 
hear an actual case, Lilly v Actavis in Court Room 1. Having only ever 
seen court cases in the media I was surprised at the lack of robes and 
powdered wigs. Rather than being adversarial the tone was more one of 
academic debate, the 5 Justices hearing the case asked many questions 
and at times even made light-hearted comments.  However, the number 
of legal representatives present for both parties suggests that the cost 
of taking a case to the Supreme Court must be high.   

Overall I was struck by the accessible and open nature of viewing the 
proceedings, this was not law being shaped behind closed doors but 
rather in front of the constant � ow of visitors and tourists, including 
children, who were welcomed into the court room to listen to the 
rhetoric of some of the sharpest legal minds in the country, all for free. 

Walking tour of Legal London
Following a quick bite of lunch, our day continued with a fascinating 
walking tour of Legal London which took in the Royal Court of Justice, 
the Inns of Court and the Old Bailey.   Our guide really knew his stu�  and 
mixed historical titbits, such as the location of the Inns of Court by the 
river to give them easy access to the Monarch at Westminster Palace, 
with more recent case studies and legal gossip. 

What I learnt from the visit 
By the end of the visit, I feel that I had a better understanding of how 
the legal system works in the UK and as I embark on my HR career I am 
now even more aware of the signi� cant role that the Supreme Court 
will have in the coming years in shaping Employment Law.  I am very 
interested in how the recruitment of three new Justices in the coming 
months, due to imminent retirements, will impact the ethnic and gender 
diversity of the currently all white and, with the exception of Lady Hale, 
all male Supreme Court.

Our tour of the Supreme Court
The Supreme Court is housed in the former Middlesex Guildhall and takes 
up most of one side of Parliament Square, directly opposite the Palace of 
Westminster. Our � rst stop on the tour was to Court Room 2, which was 
much more informal than I thought it would be, with modern decoration, 
seating and technology. I was surprised to discover that almost all of the 
cases heard by the Supreme Court are streamed live on to their website 
with around 20,000 views each month. Our very helpful guide took us 
through the history of the Supreme Court, from its origins in the judicial 
responsibilities of the Law Lords in the House of Lords, through its creation 
in the Constitutional Reform Act 2005 and its eventual rehoming to 
Middlesex Guildhall in 2009.  

Our second stop was to the court used by the Judicial Committee 
of the Privy Council who act as the Supreme Court for a number of 
Commonwealth countries. This was a more traditional looking court room 
and yet, as before, the seating for the Justices was on the same level as 
that of visitors and other court o�  cers, and the video cameras were there 
to stream proceedings. 
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